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Medicolegal
Physical Examination of Female Plaintiff Required

{Illinois Ventral Railroad So: VS. Heeler [Kg.), 135 S. W. It. S05)
Tlie Court of Appeals of Kentucky holds, in directing a

new trial in this personal injury case, brought by the latter-
named party, that a physical examination of the plaintiff
should be ordered, if asked for by tlie defendant. It says
that the plaintiff claimed that, as a result of her injuries, her
monthly period was decreased to two weeks and she suffered
from falling of the womb. An affidavit was tiled, on behalf
of the defendant, setting out the importance of having an
examination made by some competent physician or surgeon,
in order that the real condition of the plaintiff might be mudo
to appear; and asked the court to appoint a physician ami
order that such an examination be made. The plaintiff
objected, and (¡led affidavits to Hie cITcct that a medical exam-

ination could not be made to ascertain the extent of her
injuries without offending decency und inflicting severe paiu.
No physician bad made an examination to determine whether
she in fact bud the troubles claimed. Her family physician
had only her word for it, but stated that he could easily
determine by a physical examination whether the alleged
troubles existed or not. In other words, here was a case

where the injury complained of was not apparent. Tlie plain-
till' herself was the only person who gave any direct evidence
as to her condition. Her physician did not make any physical
examination, but simply took her word for lier condition.
Without a physical examination the defendant had no means

of controverting any statement which Hie plaintiff might
make. The character of her injury did not appear, and it
was not a case from which the jury could otherwise determine
the extent of her injury. In the court's opinion, this was a
case in which tlie ends of justice would bo better subsets o I.
and Hie truth more likely discovered, by ordering a physical
examination.
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I »Migraine. IL C. Mollitt, San Francisco.
•J. Consideration of Mental Defectives. It. Moore, Los Angeles.
8 Modern Operative Procedures In Kar Affections. II. ii. tira-

ham, San Francisco.
A Control of Pathogenic Organisms in Butter. J. N. Force,

Berkeley.
ö •Deleriiiinaiiou of Sex In Human Species. D. McConnel, Sun

Francisco.
(I Senile Skin. II. K. Alderson, Sun Francisco.
7 Some Types of Intestinal Indigestion In Young Children, L.

Porter, San Francisco.
S »Treatment of Tic in Childhood. K. C. Fleischncr, San Fran-

cisco.
II Prophylaxis of Arthritis. C. C. Crane, San Francisco.

10 Iteniovnl of Foreign Bodies from Lung. K. C. Scwall, San
Francisco.

11 Ocdplto-Atlantold and Atlanto-Axold Dislocation. L. L.
Thompson, Gridley.

1. Migraine.—Mollitt deplores the tendency to urge operation
for the treatment of neurasthenia. He believes that more

may often be accomplished for the man or woman with
migraine by a rational mode of living, working and thinking
than by drugs, eye-glasses or operation.

5. Determination of Sex.—This question tlie author claims.
to have studied in lier owu case, in other women and in
animals. Her reasonings in the matter have led her to believe
that, the greater the differentiation tlie higher the species, the
more limited tlie reproductive power tlie more confined Hie
method of reproduction. All extraneous influence affecting
reproduction in the lower orders lias passed away in the
higher, and the power to produce the female is vested, so to
speak, not in the individual, but in the ovum. That is to
say, no condition affecting the nurture of the mother herself
has any power in determining tlie sex of tlie offspring, but it
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